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Great Cockcrow Railway – ‘S14’ 0- 0-4-0T rail motor locomotive No 101 
The original loco was built at the time of the move from Nine Elms to Eastleigh and completed in 

September 1910. It was intended to build more of these 0-4-0Ts but the order was cancelled after 

the boilers for five locos had been built. Only two locos were completed with the other three boilers 

being sold to the War Department for use in military hospitals. Later in 1917, both S14s were sold to 

the War Department. 

Thanks to Eric for the photo 
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Chairman’s Report 
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Editorial 
 

This is the last quarterly Expansion Link for 2014 and the year has been very successful. New 

members have joined, the Spring Minature Steam Rally was a great success and attendance at the 

public running days has continued to increase. I think this is due both to the momentum set up by 

the rally and word of mouth especially via Facebook. 

 

During the year the track by the old tunnel was relaied removing the ‘kink’ and providing a very 

smooth run along the back straight. Further work, as mentioned in the Chairman’s report, will start 

following the last public running on the 7th December, to replace the curved track leading into the 

tunnel. 

 

The AGM, held on the 19th was attended by a majority of members. The Chairman’s report is printed 

above and other details will follow shortly. The key points from the meeting are: 

 

 During the 13/14 year we had 53 members but 14/15 the membership dropped to 48. 

 A new banner is now in regular use on the verge at the entrance to Viables, on public 

running days. 

 The 2014 Mininature Steam Rally made a profit of £1900 and is to be run againg in 2015. 

 Ticket sales have continued to increase with 1662 being sold bringing in £2672. An excellent 

result due in part to the increased price of a ticket, £1.50 and £2.00 on special occasions e.g. 

Halloween. This year the income from Halloween was £700. 

 Four sets of passenger truck bogies have been bought and will be installed during the Winter 

months. 

 A ton of coal has been purchased and is available at £10 per bag if you want to use it off site. 

 Plans are also in hand to renew the covers for the Garden Railway. A decision has still to be 

made as to whether these will be wood again or plastic. 

 There were two proposals: 

o To meet every Tuesday – Defeated 

o To have more boiler testers – the existing testers agreed to discuss how to ensure 

that all qualified testers are known and available to all members and to report back 

 John Croker was re-elected as Chairman , Jon Evans as Treasurer and Brian Hogg as Secretary 

all other Members of the Board were also re-elected unopposed, a list appears on the last 

page of Expansion Link.  

 

May I wish everyone a  

Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year 
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Views from August to November  

 

by Richard Holt 

 
3rd & 30th August 2014  
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7th September 2014 
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5th October 2014 

 
 

  
 

  
 
25th October 2014 
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An Electric Tram from Granada into the Sierre Nevada 

Mountains, Spain 
 

by Austin Lewis 

 

In late August this year my wife and I stayed with my brother-in-law in Andalucia which is in mid eastern 

Spain going down to the Mediterranean Sea. Whilst travelling around the Granada area we decided to walk 

along the disused tram track up into the mountains.  

 

An electric tramway was built to carry miners up into the mines in the high Sierre Nevada mountains at 

about 6,000 feet. It opened in the 1920s and was closed in 1974 - only the track bed and a few stations still 

remain but the scenery is breathtaking and it makes a great walk. The original track stopped short of the 

mine leaving a three hour mountain walk to the mine entrance. As a result miners built a small village so 

they spent weeks on end up in the mountains. Below I have included some old photos of the tramway and 

my photos of how it looks today. 

 

 
 

The railway climbs from Granada at 800m (2400 ft) to La Estrella a distance of about 24 kilometers (15 

miles) and to a height of about 3000m (9000 ft).  



www.basingstoke-dmes.co.uk  12 

 

 
Early attempts using steam but it was found that greater power could be found from electricity 

 

 
Tramway and aquaduct in the late 1920s 

 
Maitena Station mid 1950s 

 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-dO9KOk2ItcI/TqkTkSdbUoI/AAAAAAAADg4/dv0VcM4Tv4Q/s1600/maquina+vapor+sierra+nevada+[Resolucion+de+Escritorio].jpg
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-N90BxU6H9ak/TqkTKoUaGsI/AAAAAAAADgI/lf2YXEPdYlI/s1600/Guejar+Serra,+Granada,+Museo+de+Miguel+Zumiga,+2-11-08+380+[Resolucion+de+Escritorio].jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-zOUS-Ib_Fho/TqkicMnlclI/AAAAAAAADhI/XwJTNVgamy0/s1600/tren+granada+estacion+maitena+[Resolucion+de+Escritorio].jpg
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‘elf & safety? 

 
Railway in the rocks 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-6nfkjbqEnhY/TqkjbTrzTjI/AAAAAAAADio/sqYGt4k6nzA/s1600/tranvia+sobre+el+rio+[Resolucion+de+Escritorio].jpg
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Station halfway along the ascent in the 1950s 

 

 

 
Final days of the line in 1972 
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The line today 

 
All that remains 

 

 
Along the old track bed 
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Through one of the many tunnels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A renovated station – insert picture, the station as it was in 

 the 1950s 
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Rugged terrain approaching the top of the line 

 

 
Drill marks from cutting the stone 
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Approaching another beautifully restored station 

 

 
 

One more before the walk back 
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Basingstoke & District Model Engineering  
2014 Calendar (Issue 2) 

 
 

     Jan-14 
  

July 
 1 Members Day (Wednesday) 

 
6 Public Running 

7 Meeting Night 

 
8 Meeting Night 

18/19 Maintenance Weekend 

 
13 Members Running Day (Sun) 

21 Bits & Pieces Evening 

 
22 Meeting Night 

  

 

  Feb 
 

 Aug 
 4 Meeting Night  3 Public Running 

9 Driver/Public Running Training (Sun) 

 
5 Bring & Buy Evening 

15/16 Maintenance Weekend  19 Meeting Night 

18 
Meeting Night  30 

 
Birthday Party Run then Members’ 
Run and Fish & Chips 

  

  
Sept 

 Mar 
 

 2 Meeting Night 

1/2 Maintenance Weekend 

 
7 Public Running  

4 Meeting Night 

 
14 Visitors' Open Day (Sun) 

16 Driver/Public Running Training (Sun) 

 
16 Meeting Night 

18 Meeting Night 

 
27 Members Running Day (Sat), 

April 
  

30 Meeting Night 

1 Meeting Night 

   12/13 Miniature Steam Rally 

 
Oct 

 15 Bits & Pieces Evening 

 
5 Public Running 

21 Public Running (Easter Monday) 

 
12 Members Running Day (Sun) 

29 Bring & Buy Evening 

 
14 Bits & Pieces Evening 

   

25 
 

Halloween Public Running (Sat 
Evening 

May 
  

28 Meeting Night 

4 Public Running 

   13 Stationary Engines  

 
Nov 

 18 Visitors' Open Day (Sun) 

 
11 Bring & Buy Evening 

27 Meeting Night 
 

16 Members Running Day (Sun) 

   
17-21 AGM (Date to be decided) 

June 
  

25 Meeting Night 

1 Public Running 

   10 Bits and Pieces Evening 

 
Dec 

 21 Members Running & Barbecue(Sat) 

 
7 Public Running 

24 Meeting Night 
 

9 Meeting Night 

   
23 Meeting Night 

 
 
Public Running 11am to 4pm (setup from 9:30am) Sunday, unless stated otherwise 

Member's  Running days 10am to 5pm 
   Tuesday Evening Meeting 7pm to 9pm, with optional members running afternoon 

Maintenance Weekends - Working parties to keep track & site shipshape.  Check notice board for details 
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     Basingstoke & District Model Engineering Society 
2015 Calendar (Draft 1) 

     January 
  

July 
 1 Members Day (Thursday) 

 
5 Public Running 

6 Meeting Night 

 
7 Meeting Night 

17/18 Maintenance Weekend 

 
12 Members Running Day (Sun) 

20 Bits & Pieces Evening 

 
21 Meeting Night 

  

 

  February 
 

 August 
 3 Meeting Night  2 Public Running 

8 Driver/Public Running Training (Sun) 

 
4 Bring & Buy Evening 

14/15 Maintenance Weekend  18 Meeting Night 

17 Meeting Night  

  

  

 September 
 March 

 

 1 Meeting Night 

1 Driver/Public Running Training (Sun) 

 
6 Public Running  

3 Meeting Night 

 
13 Visitors' Open Day (Sun) 

14/15 Maintenance Weekend 

 
15 Meeting Night 

17 Meeting Night 

 
26 Members Running Day (Sat), 

31 Meeting Night 

  

incl. Fish & Chip Supper 

   
29 Meeting Night 

April 
    6 Public Running (Easter Monday) 

 
October 

 11/12 Miniature Steam Rally 

 
4 Public Running 

14 Bits & Pieces Evening 

 
11 Members Running Day (Sun) 

28 Bring & Buy Evening 

 
13 Bits & Pieces Evening 

   
27 Meeting Night 

May 
  

31 
Halloween Public Running (Sat 
Evening) 

3 Public Running 

   12 Stationary Engines  

 
November 

 17 Visitors' Open Day (Sun) 

 
10 Bring & Buy Evening 

26 Meeting Night 
 

15 Members Running Day (Sun) 

   
16-20 AGM (Date to be decided) 

June 
  

24 Meeting Night 

7 Public Running 

   9 Bits and Pieces Evening 

 
December 

 20 Members Running & Barbecue(Sat) 

 
6 Public Running 

23 Meeting Night 
 

8 Meeting Night 

   
22 Meeting Night 

     

     

     Public Running 11am to 4pm (setup from 9:30am) Sunday, unless stated otherwise 

Member's  Running days 10am to 5pm 
   Tuesday Evening Meeting 7pm to 9pm, with optional members running afternoon 

Maintenance Weekends - Working parties to keep track & site shipshape.  Check notice board for details 
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Who’s Who 
 

Treasurer  
 
Jon Evans 
1 Grosvenor Close 
Hatch Warren 
Basingstoke 
Hampshire  RG22 4RQ 
 
01256 471233 
Jon.h.evans@btinternet.com  
 
 
Secretary 
 
Brian Hogg 
14 Fontwell Drive 
Alton 
Hampshire  GU34 2TN 
 
01420 543581 
brianjhogg@btinternet.com 
 
 
Newsletter Editor 
 
Austin Lewis 
16 Church View 
Hook Hampshire  RG27 9HP 
 
01256 764765 
arlewis01@gmail.com 
 
 
Email Addresses 
If you have received a copy of the newsletter 
by post, it is because we don't have your 
Email address. Each newsletter costs over £1 
to print and post, where as Email is effectively 
free. If you do have an Email address, which 
we can use, could you please Email me with 
your details. 
 
Jon Evans 
Treasurer 

 
 
 
Chairman    John Croker 
Vice Chairman   Colin Stubbs 
Secretary    Brian Hogg 
Treasurer    Jon Evans 
 
Committee Members 
 
Dave Andrews   Member 
Darren Davis    Member 
Steve Newell    Member 
 
Project Leaders 
 
Catering manager               Eric Widdowson 

Electrical Work   Jon Evans 

Library    Ken Jones 

Station Buildings & contents  Dave Andrews 

Publicity                 Dave Mitchell 

Track maintenance                John Hutson 

Site maintenance      Eric Widdowson & John Neal 

Traction Engine Track  Austin Lewis 

Webmaster               Mike Bowman 

Newsletter    Austin Lewis 
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